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Life is a journey…



Selected Key Dates
• October – Yr.11 Parent Information Evening
• November - Progress Check
• December - Sixth Form Courses Evening
• January - St James’ Park raising achievement event
• January – Revision Launch
• February - Trial Exams
• March - Results Day & Subject Targets sent home
• March – Yr.11 Parents' evenings
• March – Yr.11 Parents' Workshops
• Wednesday 9th May - Exam season begins





Tutorials and Assemblies

This half term we are focusing on 
settling in, confidence, self-
esteem, physical and mental 
health, managing stress and 
anxiety.

“In a world where you can be anything, be kind, both to others, and to yourself”

Health & Wellbeing
Wider World
Relationships
Citizenship



• All students will have the opportunity for careers and 
next steps guidance

• All students will have the opportunity to discuss their 
options

• Students can email the careers team, or drop in any time 
with questions

• Careers team will send out regular information to 
students to support them in their research and decision 
making

• Students will have the opportunity to opt into local 
college and provider visits, as well as school-based 
workshops, guest speakers and activities

CAREERS GUIDANCE

Steph Towns
Careers Lead

Vicki McAvoy
Careers Assistant 
Lead



Raising 
Achievement
• Whole year incentives –

encouragement to revision sessions

• Tracking year group progress with 
targeted intervention

• Coursework, homework and 
revision support sessions – Thursday 
3.15pm

• Revision guidance, tips and 
techniques

• Peer mentoring with sixth form 
students

• Stress and exam worry workshops



The current situation with 
assessment and GCSE exams

Like last year this academic year:

• GCSE examinations will happen 
in their usual format

• No GCSE curriculums will be 
modified

• There will be no Centre 
Assessed Grades



Impact nationally and on your children

• Due to the pandemic this year's GCSE cohort had absences from 
school during middle school. This disruption was national.

• This picture has meant that there has been minimum disruption 
to the GCSE curriculum.

• We do not underestimate the impact that missing school may 
have had on some students.

• Departments have worked to ensure that there has been a focus 
on the development of skills, as well as confidence building.

• This summer our students did exceptionally well and made 
outstanding progress at GCSE.

• We are at an advantage due to our history of high performance, 
our great teachers, fantastic students and the support we receive 
from parents.



Support with gaps in learning 
and confidence building

All curriculums has been 
carefully structured to 
complete the content and 
support the progress of all 
students with knowledge and 
skill development and 
build confidence

• Within class

• Homework and 
independent study

• Extra learning opportunities



Research into support for 
knowledge and skill 
development suggests that it is 
important to:

Talk with your child regularly:

1. Be precise in your questions – 'talk me through what you are learning in 
Biology at the moment, what are you confident about, what are you 
struggling with...'

2. Model developed and structured talk – speak in full sentences.

3. Get them involved in debate - 'do you agree with that? Why?

4. Ask them to explain ideas, information, opinions - 'give me an example, 
I'm not sure what you mean, I'm interested in that, tell me again in more 
detail'.

Encourage them to practice:

1. Rehearsing a skill embeds the learning.

2. Builds confidence

3. Makes it easy to recall methods and information

4. To master a knowledge, you need to revisit a lot

5. There are lots of ways to revisit information, most homeworks and 
independent study tasks will support this process

Getting actively involved makes it clear that you are engaged in the process 
with them, and that education is important.



Support and encouragement, not pressure 
and nagging, is the challenge



How you can 
support your 
child with their 
learning

• Know their timetable and calendar

• Stay involved

• Talk about their learning, homework and when and 
where to complete it

• Monitor health and sleep

• Monitor phones and other technologies



Curriculum



Subject Specific Curriculum Information



Assessment 

• Motivational, meaningful, 
manageable

• Mapped onto the curriculum

• Formal and informal

• February Trial Exams

• Information shared in progress 
checks, subject targets and parents' 
evenings.



Support Positive Attendance and Punctuality (wherever possible)



English - Mrs Tori Lillie



English Language and Literature
No tier of entry. 2 papers for Language and 2 papers for Literature.

Closed book exams.



Successful English Students need to 
develop the following four skills

• To be a Critic

• To understand the writer's
craft

• To be a Curator

• To be Creative

You need to be able to respond to texts that you 
read and evaluate the ideas and opinions in them as 
well as the methods the writer uses.

You need to be understand the craft of writing and 
creating texts. This means that you are aware of the 
language and structural features that writers use.

You need to gather up and keep returning to key 
facts and ideas that allow you to learn and 
understand even more in the future.

You need to be able to create your own writing – 
stories, articles, essays, poems, plays, speeches. The 
three skills above will help you be creative



Be A Critic



Understand the Writer's 
Craft



Curate

Thorough notes and 
ideas from lessons

Facts and interpretations 
of writers and their 
context

Characters and 
writing spines for 
creative writing



Be Creative for Language

Create Fiction – narrative or 
descriptive writing

Create Non-fiction – speeches, 
articles, letters, essays



Be Creative for Literature

Your own creative 
interpretations of texts Create thoughtful, 

engaging essays



Homework – week one



Beyond the English Classroom

• Breakfast Clubs for Literature beginning Tuesday 10th October.

• Additional online resources:

• English department youtube videos

• Audiopi podcasts

• Digital Theatre online performance of our texts

• Massolit Literature lectures



Y11 Maths
Mr Chris Johnson

Exam Board AQA

Two Tiers of Entry (Higher and Foundation)

3 Exams (1 non-calculator and 2 calculator)



In lessons...

Custom-made booklet for each unit

Notes and examples cards

Engaging activities / ongoing assessment

Exam questions

1

2

3

4

In Lessons



Starter Tasks Revision

To Support with Memory & Recall

Formula Snakes



Drop-in
Monday lunchtime – A102

Grade 7/8/9 club
Wednesday 3.20-4.20 - A106

Rise and Revise
Thursday 8am– Foundation and Grade 6 - A102/3
Friday 8am– Higher A106/7/8/9

Support Outside of Lessons



In lessons...

Complete all homework

Revise for end of half term assessments 
(MathsWatch and additional resources)

Make sure they have a Casio calculator 
and geometry set

1

2

3

At Home



Maths Homework



Science

Dr Alan Keegan





In class..

We’re here to help on the journey

Specialist teachers, each responsible for a 
third of each student’s development 



At home..





AQA Combined Science (double award)
6 exams in total (1hr 15 each)

AQA Separate Sciences (triple)
6 exams in total (1hr 45 each)

Higher tier: 9/9 to 4/3 Higher Tier only:
9 – 4 in each Separate Science

Foundation tier: 5/5 to 1/1

Choosing the right tier of entry is crucial.

50% of Combined Science Students sat the Foundation 
paper in 2023

Final decision is collaborative and is made after the trial 
exams in February.

WB 16 October – practice exams (in class)





Support for your child at home

• Stay involved and talk to your child about how they are 
feeling, how school is going, lessons, exams

• Keep an eye on potential times of the year where your 
child might feel more stressed or overwhelmed 

• Try to encourage your child to use self-care strategies and 
get involved

• Let us know any ways we can help

• Use any of the suggested resources in the parent booklet 
or on our website for any further advice or support

• We are looking to offer a second parental wellbeing 
workshop: 'How to support your child during GCSE exams'Year 11 Parent Booklet



Please be reassured:

• Outstanding results in 2023.

• We will help you child make 
excellent progress.

• All work students do will be 
beneficial to them

• Our success is based on 
partnership between 
students, staff and parents.
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